
Deacon Mark Homily 6-26-22 

Read: 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62 

   Three points are made very clearly in our readings today. One, God has given 

you and me the freedom to choose the good. Two, we need to follow Jesus and 

yoke ourselves to Christ. Three, you and I need to answer God’s calling and never 

look back. We just heard in our scripture readings about the freedom God has 

given each one of us to choose to follow Him. Just like you and I choose to love 

another person, just like you and I choose to put their needs ahead of our own, 

we have been given the grace to choose the good every time, to choose just as 

God is counting on us to choose. Every one of us have already received from God 

everything we need to follow Jesus Christ. We could say it is in our DNA because 

we were made by Him and for Him. St Augustine said O Lord, our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you. You and I were made to serve Him by serving 

others. Not only have we received all what we need to follow Christ, we will 

receive more if we choose to follow Him and actually do it. We do not want to be 

like the guy who said yes you can count on me and then never show up. He gains 

nothing. Two weeks ago Fr. Ryan told us about the grace God gives us when we 

actually act on our yes to God, so the Church appropriately calls it actual Grace. 

When our word or thoughts have turned into action God gives us more! What a 

deal! Its’ like two for one - you act and God gives you more. It’s like a great sale 

and who does not like a great sale? What a gift. When that is offered in the retail 

world, the stores are jam packed with people! So what are we waiting for? What 

are we afraid of? I know a little bit about things we may be afraid of. About 17 

years ago my wife and I heard about a man who had received the Stigmata of 

Christ, the wounds of Christ, like St Francis of Assisi and St Padre Pio had received.  

This man’s name was Alex and he was speaking to whoever would care to listen 

to his message and the insights he had to share about the love of Christ. Alex was 

from Venezuela and was a guest of a couple who lived in Freedom, Wisconsin and 

they opened their home to the public for anyone who wished to meet and hear 

his message. While he was here, the Diocese of Green Bay was discerning the 

authenticity of his wounds, and his calling; were they from God or another 

source? So as a guest of the couple in Freedom, St Nicholas Parish, and the Green 

Bay Diocese, he was given permission to speak to the faithful on specific evenings 

that were set aside. The parish priest from St Nicholas was also on hand to assist 



in answering any questions that were outside of this man’s realm. As you could 

imagine, when the word got out about Alex many people came to listen and 

probably many more came to see the wounds of Christ on his body. On any given 

night, there were hundreds of people in that home filling all the rooms and even 

the stairwell. I think it was sort of reminiscent of the early disciples of Christ 

speaking to the people from someone’s home. We also had the opportunity to 

personally meet him and ask him anything personal and such, so we formed a 

single file line. My wife was a bit ahead of me and at that time I was discerning a 

call to the diaconate and my wife having the opportunity to speak to him first told 

him I was discerning this. Is God calling Mark to be a deacon? He then turned to 

me put his hands on my shoulders, looked straight into my eyes for a long 

moment and then said Mark what are you afraid of? I don’t remember all that he 

said but I remember his question and that he said do not be afraid, trust in Jesus. 

What was I afraid of? I was afraid of failure, afraid to speak in front of a crowd, 

afraid because of my lack of higher education, afraid because of a poor memory, 

afraid because I am not an academic, afraid because of every-thing I felt I was 

lacking, afraid that others would see the things that I felt I was lacking, the talents 

and abilities that I could see and admired in others. Perhaps you can relate to 

some of these, but what I discovered firsthand was that as Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt said after the bombing of Pearl Harbor there is nothing to fear but fear 

itself. I discovered that God truly does provides us with what we need when we 

do step forward and act and then life becomes one beautiful surprise after 

another. Friends, it is Really true what we read in holy scripture! And it is true 

what Fr Ryan shared with us two weeks ago when he said that we are not to wait 

on the Holy Spirit to act, the Spirit waits for us to act and then He gives us the 

actual grace we need. So, we have been given the freedom to choose the good 

and to act on it and when we do then God provides us with what we need. In our 

first reading from the first Book of Kings we heard how God chose Elisha to serve 

the prophet Elijah and how resolute Elisha was, how determined and unwavering 

he was in following Elijah to become his understudy, knowing that it was God who 

picked him to follow in Elijah’s ministry to the people. There was no looking back, 

no half measures for Elisha, no going back to his former life behind a plow, for 

now on he would be yoked to Almighty God. You could say that he was not afraid 

to burn his bridges behind him. He understood that very well when he burned the 

plowing equipment and used it for fuel to roast the oxen he killed and then feed 



the people with the meat. His plowing days were over, now he worked for God as 

a servant and student to Elijah. In our gospel, Jesus was resolutely determined to 

journey to Jerusalem. He did that for the love of God the Father and for you and 

me. Jesus’ incarnation and life on earth was the Father’s will and He was all about 

fulfilling the Father’s will. Fulfilling the Father’s will for our eternal salvation, He 

did everything for you and me. Jesus gives us the purest example of how we are 

to follow Him by loving God with our whole heart, mind, and soul and loving our 

neighbor as ourselves. That is exactly how we would describe Jesus’ life in action.  

Now we are to emulate that. So we must not worry about yesterday, that is over, 

we cannot change that. We stand up, brush ourselves off, give thanks to God and 

begin today for it is the first day of the rest of our lives. Today we can say YES to 

Jesus when we hear Him say follow me and don’t look back. He may be calling you 

to the priesthood, or brotherhood, or diaconate, He may be calling you to holy 

matrimony, religious life or single life. He may be calling you to serve the poor or 

the shut-ins through prayer and action. He may be calling you to fellowship with 

others to serve our church or community in the Knights of Columbus or the St 

Ann’s Society or altar society. He may be calling you to the ministries of our parish 

as a lector or eucharistic minister or an altar server. Do not let fear or this life’s 

challenges stop you from acting on our Lord’s calling. Jesus is asking, yoke 

yourself to Me not to the slavery of sin but to kindness, humility, and diligence, to 

temperance, generosity and chastity and I will help you carry your burden. We 

will walk together, and I will give you a joy and peace beyond all life’s 

experiences.   


